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brought into being the various political groupings, though
now formed under the impulses of communal and sectional
interests, which might eventually tend to evolve into
disciplined political parties.

As regards the problems concerning administration of a
vast sub-Continent, it became clear to those who had the
opportunities for the practical handling of affairs, that the
Central Government of India would have to be strong under
any circumstances, and that it must remain as the co-
ordinating element whatever might be the form of the
Provincial Government. However, the cry for the re-
examination of the Indian Constitution was raised, and in
our next chapter we shall see what steps had to be taken
in order to meet this demand.

CL POLITICAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE STATES

For a clear comprehension of the problems of the Indian
Constitution, it is necessary to note here the position of the
States at the time of the introduction of Dyarchy in British
India. While the Princes viewed with alarm the process of
gradual " democratisation," introduced by the Government
of India Act of 1919, which might ultimately alter the entire
character of the Government, they availed themselves of the
opportunity to renew their request for the redress of some of
their grievances. They complained that the existing form of
administration in British India gave " the States no share in
the determination of the policy affecting their relations with
the Paramount Power ; or in matters of mutual concern
to them and British India ; and provided no impartial
method of arriving at decisions which affected the interests
of the States or conflicted with their interpretation of
treaties or differences arising between them and the British
Government/1

The late Mr. Montagu during his visit to India in 1917
invited the Princes to inform him about such matters where
the policy of the Paramount Power affected the interests
of the States. The Princes produced a list of 23 points.